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SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $275 MILLION 
SUMMARY 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $275.0 million for July 1981-May 
1982, 2 percent below a year earlier. April exports moved well, totaling 
$28.5 million, up 52 percent over last year. Corn, soybean, flower and 
sugar beet seed exports were all above a year ago, but forage seed exports 
lagged significantly. 


Forage seed exports totaled $59.0 million, 21 percent below last year. 
Alfalfa seed exports were down sharply, totaling $17.8 million, 32 percent 
below last year. Certified alfalfa seed shipments to Africa and Australia 
moved well, totaling $3.5 million and $2.0 million, up 166 percent and 16 
percent, respectively. Clover seed exports totaled $5.2 million, up 11 
percent over last year. 


Vegetable seed exports for July-May, $93.8 million, lagged 5 percent below a 
year ago. May exports were $6.0 million, up 2 percent. Sweet corn, pea, 
radish and tomato seed exports all exceeded last year, while bean and 
watermelon seed shipments declined in value. Vegetable seed exports made up 
34 percent of the total value of seed exports through May 31 of this year. 


Corn seed exports have been brisk, totaling $53.2 million, 29 percent above 
last year, and accounted for almost one-fifth of total U.S. seed shipments. 
Europe continues as the largest market area, buying $35.5 million or 53 
percent of U.S corn seed shipments. Italy has been the top corn seed market 
and $16.9 million was shipped through May. Other growing and substantial 
markets for corn seed this year are Mexico, Chile, France, Greece, Egypt and 
Japan. 


Flower, soybean and sugar beet shipments are all up this year and reached 
respectively, $4.9 million, (up 19 percent), $22.0 million (up 103 percent) 
and $2.1 million (up 23 percent). Sorghum seed exports declined 1 percent, 
totaling $26.3 million. Through May 1982, exports to the European Community 
(EC) totaled $71.3 million, 4 percent below the year before. Shipments of 
forage and vegetable seed to the EC lagged 38 percent and 13 percent, 
respectively, while shipments of all other kinds of seed increased 
substantially. Shipments of forage and vegetable seeds increased during May 
over a year earlier. 


Mexico continues as the number one market for seeds. Shipments to Mexico 
during July 1981-May 1982 totaled $57.8 million, up 42 percent over last 
year and made up 21 percent of total U.S. exports for this period. May 
shipments to Mexico of $16.1 million topped May 1981 by 141 percent. 
Shipments to Mexico this year included soybean seeds, $18.3 million; sorghum 
seeds, $13.0 million; vegetable seeds, $10.9 million; forage seeds, $7.6 
million; and seed corn, $3.7 million. . 


Shipments to Canada, the number two market for U.S. seeds, totaled $31.0 
million, 7 percent below last year. Shipments to Canada during May were 
brisk at $2.8 million, up 42 percent. Shipments to Japan, the number 3 
market lagged 4 percent at $28.8 million. Through May, business with Italy 
and France, the number 4 and 5 markets, has been good with shipments 
totaling $25.4 million (up 10 percent) and $14.0 million (up 30 percent) 
respectively. 
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Shipments to the Republic of South Africa, Egypt and Libya moved well 
totaling $5.2 million (up 77 percent), $4.9 million (up 57 percent) and $1.5 
million (up 11 percent), respectively. These three countries made up 83 
percent of the African market through May. 


TRADE ALERT 


England: Unspecified amount of grass seed wanted by etablished firm. Bank 
references: Midland Bank Ltd., King William House, Market Place. Contact: 
Ian Johnston, Director, Johnston & Jeff Ltd., 63 High Street, Hull HU] 10P, 
England. Telex: 527353. Phone: 0482-224893. 


Qatar: Firm wishes to establish contacts with U.S. producers and suppliers 
of seeds for direct sale. Amount and kind of seeds not specified. Offers 
should be made C&F Doha by air shipment. Language of correspondence may be 
English or Arabic. Contact: Mohammad Rauf, Manager, Abdulla Ah-Khalaf 
Trading Est., P.0. Box 421, Doha Qatar (Arabian Gulf). Telex: 4723 NABILDH 
Phone 414058. 


England: Vegetable seeds wanted including green celery, chives and green 

peppers. Importer requests FOB quotations for delivery as soon as possible 

of an unspecified quantity of best quality seed. Bank references: National 

Westminster Bank Ltd. Contact: Philip B. Brown, Richard J. Hall Produce 

uated 90 Calverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN] 2 UN Engalnd. Phone 
-40151. 
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